[Sentinel lymph node biopsy necessary in melanoma patients].
Sentinel lymph node biopsy provides melanoma patients with important prognostic information and improves staging and regional tumour control, while the morbidity is limited and the subsequent quality of life is good. The most important result of the only randomised study is the improved ten-year melanoma-specific survival in node-positive patients with an intermediate thickness melanoma. We recommend sentinel lymph node biopsy as a standard diagnostic procedure for these patients. Sentinel lymph node biopsy can be considered in patients with a thinner or thicker melanoma.